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Please also join us for high tea at 7:00 pm

Peri-urban areas are fuzzy, in-between spaces where cities blur into
countryside, creating governance vacuums with multiple agencies
having overlapping responsibilities but no clear authority. These
transitional zones face distinct transport challenges as car-centric
sprawl systematically excludes vast non-driving communities, creating
“bypasses” that isolate large archipelagos of human settlements.

Professor Rajan will talk about how an adaptive governance framework that emphasises equity
and access can be structured around four core principles. He will also discuss how adaptive peri-
urban transport solutions work at different scales: at the community level; at the landscape scale;
and atthe commuter-shed scale. Altogether, these solutions emphasise human needs (access)
rather than simply accommodating vehicles or aiming to relieve congestion.

Prof. Sudhir Chella Rajan teaches in the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at |IT Madras and
serves as visiting professor in Political Science and Policy Studies at Elon University. His research spans
political theory and environmental challenges, focusing on democratic innovation in addressing complex
social-ecological problems including automobile pollution regulation, power sector reform, climate policy,
transport equity, peri-urban landscape transformation, and corruption. His latest book, A Social Theory of
Corruption, was published by Harvard University Press in 2020.
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