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Presentation Overview 

• Road Safety Situation SEA-Countries based on the Regional status 

report  

• Highlight some key Regional Priorities   
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Background 

Provides recommendation under these broad 

safe system approaches  

1. Multimodal transport and land-use 

planning 

2. Safe road infrastructure 

3. Vehicle safety 

4. Safe road use

5. Post-crash response 

• UN General Assembly Resolution 74/299 

endorsed the Second Decade of Action for 

Road Safety 2021–2030 with the explicit 

target to reduce road deaths and injuries by 

at least 50% during that period. 

• Request WHO to monitor progress through 

Global Status Report   
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Key findings from RSSR 2023 

Globally

• Estimated death 1.19 

million

• 92% of deaths occur in 

low- and middle-income 

countries

• 12 leading cause of death 

for people of all ages

• No 1 causes of death for 

children and young adults 

aged 5-29 years 

SEAR

Estimated death 330 222

Reported death 212 135

28% of Global burden

66% of reported deaths in vulnerable 

road user



ROAD SAFETY IN WHO SOUTH-EAST ASIA REGION5 |

The rate of road traffic death in South-East 

Asia Region

Source: Global Status Report for Road Safety 2023

19%            12%             11%          5%             28%            25%

1.19 M
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Reported vs Estimated 
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Number of Reported road traffic deaths in 2021 5084 71 153972 25266 5 5325 2883 2513 16957 59

Number of Estimated road traffic deaths in 2021 31578 95 216618 31063 7 10405 8479 2513 18218 159
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Variations exist in the burden of road traffic deaths 

among SEAR countries
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Estimated road death rates in the 

years 2010, 2016 and 2021
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5%

17%

36%

2%

Progress from 2010
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Proportion of road users type in total road traffic 

deaths, Global vs SEAR 
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Country-reported road traffic injuries and deaths 

in the year 2021

Member State

Reported road traffic 

injuries in the

year 2021

Reported road traffic

deaths in the year 

2021

Injury death ratio 

(= reported 

injuries/

reported deaths)

Bangladesh 4 713 5 084 0.9

Bhutan 416 71 5.9

India 384 448 153 972 2.5

Indonesia 128 466 25 266 5.1

Maldives 1 565 5 313.0

Myanmar 30 393 5 325 5.7

Nepal 94 665 2 883 32.8

Sri Lanka 21 758 2 513 8.7

Thailand 56 465 16 957 3.3

Timor-Leste 1 946 59 33.0
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Compliance of voluntary UN Road Safety targets by 

Member States of the South-East Asia Region

Target BD BT IN ID MV MM NP LK TH TL
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Target 1: establish a comprehensive multi sectoral national road safety action plan with 

time-bound targets.

Target 2: one or more of the core road safety-related UN legal instruments.
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s Target 3: all new roads achieve technical standards for all road user’s road safety or 

meet a three-star rating.

Target 4: more than 75% of travel on existing roads is on roads that meet technical 

standards for all road users that take into account road safety.
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Target 5: 100% of new and used vehicles meet high quality safety standards (UN 

Regulations, Global Technical Regulations, or equivalent recognized national 

performance requirements).
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Target 6: halve the proportion of vehicles travelling over the posted speed limit and 

achieve a reduction in speed-related injuries and fatalities.

Target 7: increase the proportion of motorcycle riders correctly using standard helmets to 

close to 100%.

Target 8: increase the proportion of motor vehicle occupants using safety belts or 

standard child restraint systems to close to 100%.

Target 9: halve the number of road traffic injuries and fatalities related to drivers using 

alcohol, and/or achieve a reduction in those related to other psychoactive substances.

Target 10: national laws to restrict or prohibit the use of mobile phones while driving.

Target 11: enact regulations for driving time and rest periods for professional drivers, 

and/or accede to  international/ regional regulation in this area.

P
o

s
t-

c
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s
h Target 12: establish and achieve national targets in order to minimize the time interval 

between road traffic crash and the provision of first professional emergency care.
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• Road safety is a key part of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Decade of 

Action for Road Safety 2021–2030.

• The WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety 2023 shows a 5% global reduction in road 

traffic deaths from 2010 to 2021.

• The South-East Asia Region experienced a 2% decline in estimated road traffic deaths between 

2010 and 2021.

• Vulnerable road users, including pedestrians and motorcyclists, account for 66% of reported 

road traffic deaths in the region.

• Significant gaps exist between reported and estimated road traffic deaths, highlighting the need 

for better data collection.

• Challenges include weak enforcement, poor road infrastructure, and inadequate post-crash care 

systems.

• Prioritized interventions include improving data systems, road design, legislation, and post-crash 

response.

Summary of Regional situation on road safety 
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WHO SEAR : Key Priority Actions 

❖ Designate a lead agency and establish strong institutional and governance 

leadership to foster sound policies, legal framework, and collaborations

❖ Intensify interventions for safeguarding vulnerable road users which includes 

2/3 wheelers, pedestrians and focus on safe mobility for all including older 

persons, women, children, and persons with disabilities. Invest on good mass 

transportation systems and infrastructure development that is accessible to all 

people.

❖ Implement strict, time-bound targets for law enforcement to create a safer 

road environment and utilize modern technology and artificial intelligence.

❖ Strengthen post-crash response systems that includes pre-hospital care, 

ambulance systems and trauma care and also drive for having trauma registry 

systems to guide quality improvement and policy shifts.

❖ Strengthen in having an integrated good quality and credible data to guide 

policy changes and foster research.
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⚫ https://www.who.int/health-topics/road-safety#

⚫ www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/safety-and-
mobility/global-status-report-on-road-safety-2023

https://www.who.int/health-topics/road-safety
http://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/safety-and-mobility/global-status-report-on-road-safety-2023
http://www.who.int/teams/social-determinants-of-health/safety-and-mobility/global-status-report-on-road-safety-2023
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Thank you 

Acknowledge the contributions of many individuals, agencies 

for contributing toward this Regional Status report on Road 

safety 
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